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Societal Impacts of Cannabis Dispensaries/Retailers 
 
Retail cannabis facilities are not positively associated with increased criminality 
 
“This paper studies the effects of marijuana legalization on neighborhood crime and documents the 
patterns in retail dispensary locations over… The results imply that an additional dispensary in a 
neighborhood leads to a reduction of 17 crimes per month per 10,000 residents, which corresponds to 
roughly a 19 percent decline relative to the average crime rate over the sample period. …our results 
suggest that dispensaries cause an overall reduction in crime in neighborhoods, with no evidence of 
spillovers to surrounding neighborhoods.” 
Not in my backyard? Not so fast. The effect of marijuana legalization on neighborhood crime, Regional 
Science and Urban Economics, 2019 
 

“We find no evidence that ordinances allowing for marijuana dispensaries lead to an increase in crime. In 
fact, we see some evidence of a reduction in property crime. … Our study appears to reinforce the 
conclusions from other studies that fail to find an increase in the type of crime predicted by law 
enforcement. We find no effects on burglary, robberies, or assaults, which are the types of crimes one 
would expect if dispensaries were prime targets… Our findings suggest that it is possible to regulate these 
markets and find a common ground between safety and access to medical marijuana.” 
High on Crime? Exploring the Effects of Marijuana Dispensary Laws on Crime in California Counties, IZA 
Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series, May 2018 

 
By contrast, dispensary closures are associated with increases in crime 
 
“The results presented above show that temporary dispensary closures increase crime in the short-run. … 
Our findings have direct policy implications for regulating marijuana sales in the U.S. They imply that 
dispensary closures… exert a significant negative externality in terms of neighborhood criminality. A quick 
back of the envelope cost calculation using the change in larceny theft at 1/3 of a mile and crime costs … 
suggests that an open dispensary provides over $30,000 per year in social benefit in terms of larcenies 
prevented.” 
Going to pot: The impact of dispensary closures on crime. Journal of Urban Economics, 2017 
 
Retail cannabis facilities are associated with rising housing values 
 
“To learn how marijuana legalization may impact real estate, we used publicly available data from Zillow 
and the U.S. Census, among other sources… We found that cities with more dispensaries are positively 
correlated with higher home values, suggesting legalization boosts jobs and economic growth. … With 
each new dispensary a city adds, property values increase by $519.” 
Clever Real Estate: Data Science, “2021 Study: How Legalizing Recreational Marijuana Impacts Homes 
Values,” July 12, 2021 
 

“We evaluate the effect of medical and recreational dispensary openings on housing prices in Denver, 

Colorado. … we find that the introduction of a new dispensary within a half‐mile radius of a new home 
increases home prices by approximately 7.7 percent on average…” 
The effect of marijuana dispensary openings on housing prices, Contemporary Economic Policy, 2018 
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Dispensary clientele tend to be older, value access to specific strains of cannabis, and tend to 
require greater quantities of cannabis to treat their therapeutic condition 
 
“Regarding age, respondents who used dispensaries were older than those not using dispensaries, 
perhaps reflecting that services that these dispensaries provide, such as storefront access and 
personalized service, may be particularly appealing to older adults. … A larger proportion of dispensary 
clients considered access to their preferred strain to be important than those not using dispensaries. … 
With regard to cannabis use, dispensary users were more likely to use larger amounts of cannabis. … 
[D]ispensaries were widely used and well rated by respondents. Given this high level of endorsement by 
patients, future regulations should consider including storefront dispensaries as an authorized source of 
cannabis for therapeutic purposes.” 
Are dispensaries indispensable? Patient experiences and access to cannabis from medical cannabis 
dispensaries in Canada. International Journal on Drug Policy, 2017 
 

The prevalence of cannabis dispensaries is not positively associated with increased teen use 
 
“This is the first study to simultaneously examine the density of both MCDs [medical cannabis 
dispensaries] and RCRs [recreational cannabis retailers] around young adults’ homes and associations 
with future intentions to use cannabis, including the co-use of cannabis with tobacco/nicotine. Our results 
suggest that young adults who lived in an area with a greater density of any type of outlet were not 
significantly more likely to report stronger intentions to use cannabis, e-cigarettes, or cannabis mixed with 
tobacco/nicotine in the future.” 
Journal of Cannabis Research, Density of medical and recreational cannabis outlets: racial/ethnic 
differences in the association with young adult intentions to use cannabis, e-cigarattes, and cannabis 
mixed with tobacco/nicotine, 2021 

 
Cannabis retailers are not selling to minors and their products are not being diverted to the 
underage market 
 

“[P]seudo-underage patrons were sent to 50 randomly selected licensed recreational marijuana outlets in 
the state to see if they could enter the outlet without showing a valid identification with their age. At 100 
percent of the recreational marijuana outlets visited, the pseudo-underage patrons were required to show 
age identification to enter. It appears that California recreational marijuana outlets avoid selling to 
underage customers.” 
An examination of the legal marijuana use age and its enforcement in California, a state where 
recreational marijuana is legal, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 2021 
 

Retail cannabis access is associated with reduced opioid consumption by the general public 
 
“Our study found that increased medical and recreational storefront dispensary counts are associated with 
reduced opioid related mortality rates during the study period. These associations appear particularly 
strong for deaths related to synthetic opioids such as fentanyl.” 
Association between county level cannabis dispensary counts and opioid related mortality rates in the 
United States: panel data study, BMJ, 2021 
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