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Maine (2022): LD 1957, Testimony in support of ending discriminatory hiring practices 
in cannabis industry 
 
My name is Jax James and I serve as the State Policy Manager for the National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). I would like to thank the Veterans and Legal 
Affairs Committee for considering the Legislative Document 1957. NORML is supportive of 
legislative efforts to promote equity within the cannabis/marijuana industry and expand 
opportunities for those individuals disproportionately impacted by the failed war on drugs. 
 
Legislative Document 1957 seeks to remove prohibitions on participation in the cannabis 
industry for people with prior drug offenses. If passed, the bill would amend rules of 
disqualifying drug offenses so that individuals can no longer be denied registry identification 
cards on the sole basis of a prior drug offense and can legally engage in the state’s cannabis 
industry. In addition, those individuals will finally be able to act as caregivers for qualifying 
medical patients and can serve as long-term care facility staff, whereas state law currently 
prohibits this.  
 
Passage of this legislation will make it so that prior drug offenders are no longer stigmatized 
and disenfranchised by the collateral consequences of an arrest record for an incident that is 
no longer a crime under state laws. People with otherwise clean records do not deserve to be 
derailed because of an erroneous drug conviction that would not have been prosecuted today. 
Their ability to participate within the cannabis industry is in the best interest of public welfare 
and the state at large. 
 
The fact of the matter is that racial disparities persist even in states that have legalized or 
decriminalized cannabis, according to the ACLU’s research report A Tale of Two Countries: 
Racially Targeted Arrests in the Era of Marijuana Reform. Maine is one such state. 
Legalization does not automatically target racial disparities within arrest rates, licensing, or the 
legal marketplace and industry. It is incumbent upon lawmakers to address these disparities 
and work to reduce the harms of the failed drug war.  
 
NORML urges Maine lawmakers to thoughtfully consider and pass LD 1957 to ensure that 
efforts are made to repair the harms caused by the war on drugs and that Maine residents can 
benefit from equitable hiring practices within the cannabis industry.  


